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SABCA

Significant Changes to the 2012 International Fire Code

Significant Changes to the 2012 International Building
Code

The City of San Antonio will adopt the 2012 Building and Fire
Codes. In preparation for the adoption, we are hosting two
seminars concerning the significant changes in the codes.
These sessions will be presented by the authors of the 2012
Significant Changes books Mr. Scott Stookey and Mr. Doug
Thornburqg; experts in their respective disciplines and
Premium International Code Council Instructors.

Mr. Stookey will present the Significant Changes to the IFC
2012 Edition and Mr. Thornburg will present the Significant
Changes to the IBC 2012 Edition. Each session is worth 6
hours of continuing education credit and includes a $40.00
workbook. Each seminar will be held in Room 205, in the
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, 200 East Market
Street, San Antonio TX 78205. The seminar schedule will be:

Monday, October 10 -- Significant Changes to the IFC
Tuesday, October 11 -- Significant Changes to the IBC

Wednesday, October 12 -- Significant Changes to the
IFC

Thursday, October 13 -- Significant Changes to the IBC
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City of San Antonio Registration fees are $160 and the deadline for a
guaranteed reservation is Friday, 30 September, 2011. To
register, click here

Jain Our Maiing List! |

If you would like to receive updates, important information or notifications about
special training events, please join our department mailing list.

New License Registrations

In order to provide better customer service to our contractors (in particular
those from outside the City of San Antonio), the department will allow
registration paperwork to be submitted via e-mail or mail. This applies to State
Plumbing Contractors, State Electrical/Sign Contractors, and State Mechanical
Contractors. They will need to send an e-mail to DSDLicense@sanantonio.gov to
request that their license get registered with COSA.

Here is a list of items that we require:

Copy of your State License

Clear copy of the license holders driver's license
Copy of your Certificate of Insurance

An authorized agent letter

Completed License Application

The registration fee will need to be paid by credit card. You will need to provide
us your name and phone number so the cashiers can contact you to tender
payment. It may take up to two working days to get your license processed.

Please note that Home Improvement Contractors, Residential Building
Contractors, Demolition Contractors, House Mover Contractors, Sidewalk & Curb
Contractors, & Tree Maintenance Contractors must come in person to register.
The department issues photo ID's to these type of contractors.

Monthly Lunchtime Learning Sessions @

Development Services hosts monthly lunchtime learning training
sessions taught by experts in their respective disciplines. These
sessions cover key issues in the development process, address current
trends and concerns, and provide beneficial information to our
customers, community and stakeholders. Each of these FREE sessions
last about an hour and a half and are held in Training Rooms A/B on
the second floor of the Cliff Morton Development and Business Services
Center, 1901 S. Alamo. Our scheduled courses are listed below.

Revised Occupancy Classification Letter September 16, 2011

For more information and registration, visit our website at
http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/lunchlearn.as
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New Information Bulletins

IB 537 -Street Renaming Public Hearing Fee - the purpose of this Information
Bulletin is to clarify the process and fees associated with a street name change request.
The IB provides a detailed breakdown of how the fee is calculated and contact
information for questions.

CI 2011-004-Alternative to 2009 IBC Under-Floor Ventilation and 2009 IECC
Floor Insulation- the purpose of this Code Interpretation is to clarify the use of
demand ventilation systems in lieu of under floor ventilation openings. The CI references
2009 IBC 1203.3.2 & 2009 IECC 502.2.5.

IB 539 - Frequently Asked Questions related to Occupancy Classifcation Letters
- the purpose of this Information Bulletin is to establish a policy for determining the

front, side and rear yards of all non-residential properties with frontage on one (1) or
more streets. The IB established relevant criteria as well as a diagram illustrating
applicability of the IB.

IB 538 -Plat Approval Time Extension - the purpose of this Information Bulletin is
to clarify the process associated with a request for a time extension in accordance with
the Unified Development Code (UDC). The IB describes the conditions necessary for
extensions and contact information for questions.

IB 179 -Residential Water Service Sizing Guide- the purpose of this Information
Bulletin is to assist contractors in sizing the water service for residential houses. The IB

describes an example and provides references for additional guidance.

RID 101 - Construction Trades Contractors - the purpose of this Rule Interpretation
Decision is to clarify contractor facilities use versus construction trade contractors in the
permitted uses matrix. The RID provides several both general and specific examples
demonstrating the department's interpretation.

Code Updates

The following proposed amendments are available for viewing on our website
here:

Mechanical and Gas Codes
http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/pdf/Proposed MG _Amendments.pdf

Plumbing Codes
http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/pdf/Proposed PC Amendments.pdf

Building Related Codes
http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/pdf/Chapter10 BuildingCodes.pdf

Staff Achievement
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Jennifer Gallegos, Fire Protection Engineer, completed her Master of Science
Degree in Fire Protection Engineering from Worcester Polytechnic
Institute. Congratulations Jennifer!

Smoking Ordinance

The City of San Antonio passed a Smoking Ordinance (# 2010-08-19-0697) that takes
affect on August 19, 2011. The ordinance is located at:

http://www.sanantonio.gov/health/pdf/Chapter%2036%20Revised%20Smoking%
200rdinance.pdf

Submittal of an application to build an outdoor patio requires a building permit that
includes review of construction plans and inspections during construction. Along with the
application, the department has a checklist to help customers provide the information
needed to quickly review the permit construction documents. The application and the
checklist are both required to be submitted.

For more information, visit our website or the San Antonio Metro Health website

Tree Watering in a Drought

Most people realize when their grass or flowers need water but they tend to forget about
their trees, especially when they are well established. Here are some simple steps on the
best ways to water your trees during the drought:

How do I water my vard trees during this severe drought?

Information is courtesy of the Texas Chapter of the International Society of
Arboriculture.

FY 2011 Performance Measures

July Performance Data:

Activity Performance

Major Plats Technical Review (Goal: 35 Calendar Days) 24 Calendar Days(DSD
only)

Residential Plans Review (Goal: 3 Working Days) 2 Working Days
Complex Commercial Plan Review (Goal: 18 Calendar Days) 17 Calendar Days
Inspections Performed as Scheduled (Goal: 96%) 97% as Scheduled

Call Center Telephone Abandonment Rate (Goal: 5%) 3% Abandoned

Customer Service Survey Score (Scale 1-5, highest is 5) 4.86

Monthly Permit Activity
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HEW & EXISTING COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS
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