
 
 
TO:   Development Services Customers 

 
SUBJECT:  INFORMATION BULLETIN 159  

Requirements and Permit Process for Irrigation Installations in the  
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) 

  
DATE:   September 1, 2009/Revised August 1, 2014/January 25, 2015 
 
CREATED BY: Field Services Division, Land Development/Land Entitlements Section 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose: 
 
As a customer service initiative, the Development Services Department (DSD) created this 
revised Information Bulletin (IB) to update and combine IBs 159 and 180 to inform customers 
of the requirements and to assist you with obtaining irrigation permits in the Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction (ETJ). 
 
Scope: 
 
On August 7, 2008 the City Council of San Antonio, TX approved Ordinance 2008-08-07-0653 
requiring all irrigation work performed in the City’s ETJ to obtain irrigation plumbing permits by 
a licensed irrigation contractor or plumber.  This is consistent with House Bill 1656 which was 
signed into law by the Texas governor in June, 2007 and went into effect on September 1, 2007.  
Licensed irrigators and/or plumbers may obtain these permits on the City’s web site 
(www.sanantonio.gov/dsd) or at any of the city offices where they presently obtain irrigation 
plumbing permits.  A homeowner may also obtain a permit for the irrigation system and 
backflow preventer if the location where the work is to be performed is their homestead and they 
are personally performing the work.  Homeowners may obtain their irrigation plumbing permit at 
Development Services Department, 1901 S. Alamo, Monday thru Friday, from 7:45 AM - 4:30 
PM. 
 
The effective date for requiring these permits in the ETJ was October 1, 2008.  Any work 
performed without a permit after October 1, 2008 is subject to a penalty fee that is consistent 
with the adoption of City code.  All City of San Antonio codes and State Rules for irrigation 
systems and licenses apply. 
 
All aspects of permitting and inspections within the ETJ will be the same as required within the 
City limits.  An inspection is required to inspect the installation of the automatic shut-off system 
(the automatic rain sensor), and to inspect the proper installation of the master valve.  A 
backflow test report is required to be performed by a certified backflow tester.  The backflow 
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testing firm will provide a Test & Maintenance Report.  These are required to be submitted to the 
City of San Antonio.  Currently the procedure inside the city limits is for these test results to be 
inserted in a zip-lock bag and placed in the backflow box for pick-up by a City inspector.  The 
process of leaving the documents in a zip-lock bag in the backflow box will continue outside the 
city limits in the ETJ.  A City inspector will pick this up and a contractor or homeowner need not 
be present. Additional irrigation requirements can be found in IB 183 Landscape Irrigation 
System Requirements.   You may call (210) 207-1111 and ask for the Plumbing Inspections 
Section to obtain more information. 
 
The ETJ for the City of San Antonio consists of areas extending 5 miles outside of the San 
Antonio city limits.  The City ETJ does extend outside Bexar County into adjacent counties.  
However the San Antonio ETJ is limited by other adjacent city limits and Extraterritorial 
jurisdictions, and therefore the City of San Antonio’s ETJ does not always extend all the way out 
to 5-miles of the city limits.  For a map of the city ETJ and more detailed information regarding a 
property that is near the ETJ line, see the city’s interactive mapping system web-site located at: 
 
https://gis.sanantonio.gov/PDS/onestop/index.html 
 
I.  To determine if you are in the San Antonio ETJ and gather information necessary to process 
a request for a permit online, conduct the following steps: 
 

1. Visit the GIS Mapping System at: https://gis.sanantonio.gov/PDS/onestop/index.html 
2. Read and accept the disclaimer as applicable; 
3. Open “More layers folder”; 
4. Open “One Stop folder”;  
5. Open “Political and other Boundary data”; 
6. Scroll down and check box “COSA ETJ” / map will automatically update;  
7. Using “Zoom In” widget, zoom into project area on the map.  Please note that the map can be 

expanded to determine the exact location of the address and the map will automatically 
update; 

8. The following information will be needed when processing your request for a permit online 
and can be retrieved on the GIS mapping system unless otherwise noted: 

a. The address of the property and Parcel;  
b. A legal description; 
c. Subdivision name, plat, and unit number;  
d. Assigned applications permit number (AP#), which can be found at:   

http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/permit_review_search.asp 
 
If the address is not available please contact Brenda Solano with CPS Energy in the Accounts and 
Addressing Department at: landbaseservices@cpsenergy.com  for further assistance.  Please note that 
the City does not assign addresses in the ETJ.  
 
II. Procedure for applying for an application for permit online:  
 

1. Visit the website to obtain an application for a permit (obtain AP#) at: 
http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/ 
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2. If the system is not allowing you to obtain the permit due to an address error, forward the 
information below to the Land Entitlements Addressing Team at: 
DSD.addressing@sanantonio.gov 

a. The address of the property and Parcel;  
b. A legal description; 
c. Subdivision name, plat, and unit number;  
d. Assigned applications permit number (AP#), which can be found at:   

  http://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/permit_review_search.asp 
3. When your request for a permit is processed, you will receive confirmation that you may 

proceed with payment and then schedule inspections online as applicable. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding Addressing, please email your questions to 
DSD.addressing@sanantonio.gov. If you have questions regarding plumbing, please contact the 
Plumbing Inspections Supervisor at (210) 207-8279 or Sr. Plumbing Inspectors at (210) 260-3684, 
(210) 260-5892 or (210) 912-7681 or the Development Services Department at (210) 207-1111. 

. 
Summary: 
 
This Information Bulletin is for informational purposes only. 
 

Prepared by:  Donna Camacho, Sr. Planner, Addressing Team 
                                    David Rohde, Plumbing Inspections Supervisor 

 
Reviewed by:  Patrick Poloskey, CBO, Development Services Manager 

 
Authorized by: Michael Shannon, PE, CBO, Assistant Director 
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