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LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE § 229.001 
FIREARMS; AIR GUNS; KNIVES; EXPLOSIVES. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other law, including Section 43.002 of 
this code and Chapter 251, Agriculture Code, a municipality 
may not adopt regulations relating to: 

  
 (1) the transfer, private ownership, keeping, 
 transportation, l icensing, or registration of 
 firearms, air guns, knives, ammunition, or firearm or 
 air gun supplies; or 
 
 (2) the discharge of a firearm or air gun at a sport 
 shooting range. 
 

 Tex. Loc. Gov't Code Ann. § 229.001(a) 
 
 



(b)  Subsection (a)  does not af fect the authority a municipality has under 
another law to:  
 
 (1)  require residents or public employees to be armed for 
 personal or national defense, law enforcement,  or another lawful 
 purpose; 
 
 (2)  regulate the discharge of f i rearms or air  guns within the l imits 
 of  the municipality, other than at a spor t  shooting range; 
 
 (3)  regulate the use of proper ty,  the location of a 
 business, or uses at a business under the municipality's f i re 
 code, zoning ordinance, or land-use regulations as long as 
 the code, ordinance, or regulations are not used to 
 circumvent the intent of Subsection(a) or Subdivision(5) of 
 this subsection; 
 
 Tex. Loc. Gov't  Code Ann. § 229.001(b)(1-3) 
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( 4 )  r e g u l a t e  t h e  u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s ,  a i r  g u n s ,  o r  k n i v e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  r i o t ,  o r  
n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r  i f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f i n d s  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y ;  
 
( 5 )  r e g u l a t e  t h e  s t o r a g e  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  e x p l o s i v e s  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y ,  
e x c e p t  t h a t  2 5  p o u n d s  o r  l e s s  o f  b l a c k  p o w d e r  f o r  e a c h  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  5 0  p o u n d s  o r  l e s s  
o f  b l a c k  p o w d e r  f o r  e a c h  r e t a i l  d e a l e r  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a t i o n ;  
 
( 6 )  r e g u l a t e  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o f  a  f i r e a r m  o r  a i r  g u n  b y  a  p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  t o  
c a r r y  a  h a n d g u n  u n d e r  S u b c h a p t e r  H ,  C h a p t e r  4 1 1 ,  G o v e r n m en t  C o d e ,   a t  a :  
 ( A )  p u b l i c  p a r k ;  
 ( B )  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  o f  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  c o u n t y ,  o r  o t h e r  g o v e r n m en t a l  b o d y ;  
 ( C )  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y ,  p a r a d e ,  o r  o f f i c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g ;  o r  
 ( D )  n o n f i r e a r m s - r e l a t ed  s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e ,  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t h l e t i c  e v e n t ;  
 
( 7 )  r e g u l a t e  t h e  h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  s p o r t  s h o o t i n g  r a n g e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
m a y  n o t  b e  m o r e  l i m i t e d  t h a n  t h e  l e a s t  l i m i t e d  h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a n y  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  
m u n i c i p a l i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  a  b u s i n e s s  p e r m i t t e d  o r  l i c e n s e d  t o  s e l l  o r  s e r v e  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  f o r  
o n - p r e m i s es  c o n s u m p t i o n ;  o r  
 
( 8 )  r e g u l a t e  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o f  a n  a i r  g u n  b y  a  m i n o r  o n :  
 ( A )  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y ;  o r  
 ( B )  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r .  
 
 T e x .  L o c .  G o v ' t  C o d e  A n n .  §  2 2 9 . 0 0 1 ( b ) ( 4 - 8 )  
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(c )  The except ion  p rov ided by  Subsect ion (b ) (6)  does  not  apply  i f  the  f i rearm or  a i r  gun is  
in  or  i s  car r ied to  or  f rom an area des ignated for  use in  a  lawful  hunt ing,  f i sh ing,  or  other  
spor t ing event  and the f i rearm or  a i r  gun is  o f  the type commonly used in  the act iv i ty.  
 
(d )  The except ion p rov ided by  Subsect ion (b ) (4 )  does  not  author ize  the se izure  or  
conf iscat ion of  any  f i rearm, a i r  gun,  kni fe ,  o r  ammunit ion f rom an ind iv idual  who is  
lawful ly  car r y ing or  possessing the f i rearm, a i r  gun,  kni fe ,  o r  ammunit ion.  
 
(e )  In  th is  sect ion:  
 (1 )  “A i r  gun”  means any  gun that  d ischarges  a  pel let ,  BB,  or  paintbal l  by  means 
 o f  compressed a i r,  gas  propel lant ,  o r  a  spr ing.  
 (2 )  “Kni fe”  has  the meaning ass igned by  Sect ion 46.01 ,  Penal  Code.  
 (3 )  “Spor t  shoot ing range”  has  the meaning ass igned by  Sect ion 250.001 .  
 
( f )  The at torney general  may  br ing an act ion in  the name of  the s tate  to  obta in  a  
temporar y or  permanent  in junct ion against  a  munic ipal i ty  adopt ing a  regulat ion in  
v io lat ion of  th is  sect ion.  
 
 Tex.  Loc .  Gov ' t  Code Ann.  §  229.001(c - f )  
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 There is no court case in which a Texas municipal fire code, 
zoning ordinance, or land use ordinance has been invalidated 
because it conflicts with Section 229.001. 

 
 Recent case law also confirms that there is also no federal 

constitutional right to operate a gun store in a particular 
location. In that case, a federal appellate court upheld a 500 
ft. gun-free zone established in California. Teixeira v. County 
of Alameda ,  873 F. 3d 670 (9th Cir. 2017) 
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