CITY OF SAN ANTONIO

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND FIRE DEPARTMENT
P.O. BOX 839966 SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78283-3966

TO: San Antonio Fire Department and Development Services Department Associates
FROM: Carl Wedige, Deputy Fire Chief — SAFD, Fire Marshal

DATE: April 15,2019

FILE: Code Interpretation Manual

INTERPRETATION NUMBER: CI2019-002

TITLE: Accessible Location for Fire Sprinkler Floor Control Valves

CODE EDITION: 2016 Edition of NFPA 13

SECTION: 2016 Edition of NFPA 13 Section 8.16.1.1: CONTROL VALVES, §8.16.1.1.1.1

PURPOSE: To define an acceptable location regarding accessibility for fire sprinkler floor control
valves

QUESTION: What is considered an accessible location for fire sprinkler floor control valves?

ANSWER: Floor control valves shall be installed between 4’6 and 10°-0” above the finished

floor with no obstruction and capable of safely being reached by personnel using a 6
foot ladder. A permanent ladder shall be provided at the location of the valve for Fire
Department personnel use if a portable 6 foot ladder cannot be used safely.
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